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 The transportation center is a powerful aid to the development of the industry, apart 

from some of its key functions and indirect benefits. The British policy on the construction 

and expansion of railways is important for the development of transportation in India. The 

railway line from Bombay to Thana was the first public railway line to be opened on April 

16, 1853. It was the opening of Railways in India. In the twentieth century 'Indian railways 

entered a new era. After 1900, trains grew rapidly. By the turn of the century, there was an 

increase in train expansion, a mile from 24,752 in 1900 to 34,656 in 1914. They were designed 

to carry passengers, with the purpose of trade and more India to protect the nation from 

starvation by making it easier. This paper deals with the development of transportation in 

the office of the presidency of Madras. 

 
The Length of the Railways  

 The length of the railways was opened for Traffic in the Colonial Madras Presidency 

between 1891 and 1920. They are 

Year Distance of railway line in miles 

1891 2108 

1900 3212 

1905 3545 

1910 3870 

1915 4361 

1920 4575 

(Source: Public works - Railways and Tram ways, 1890 -1891 to 1920 -1921, statistics of British 

India, Part III, Commercial Services) 

 
New Railway Opening 

 At the Madras presidential office the opening of new railway lines and expansions 

were among the government's main tasks to alleviate hunger. After the famine of 1877, the 

Indian government began steps to extend trains to the most famine-stricken regions of the 

Madras presidency.1 They would not be safe from this scourge until the existing 9,000-mile 

[9,000 km] railway line was upgraded to 22,000 miles. The construction of the railways 

received the attention of Governor Connemara.2 

 Since 1900, with the exception of famine in parts of Cuddappah, Anantapur, 

Chingleput and North Arcot, famine was very severe. At this time, there were two railway 

plans in the Madras presidential office run by the Madras Railway company and the 

southern Railway Company. During the reign of Ampthill, the Cochin Railway was opened 

on 2 June 1902 for the acquisition of goods and on 16 July 1902 for all types of vehicles.3 The 
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first section of the Travancore branch from Tirunelveli and Kallidaikurichi is 9.05 miles, the 

pampan branch of the South Indian railway line from Madurai to Mandapam 89.50 miles 

and the first phase of the Arantangi Extension of the Tanjore District board Railway from 

Muttupet to Pattuk 03.1 miles and Shoranur to Emakulam 64.74 kilometers opened.4 

 
Rail Line Extended 

 The length of the train was opened for cars between 1903 -904 only was Tellicherry to 

Cannanore, a 12.42 mile line on 20 May 1903 from Cannanore to Azhikal 3 miles on 15 

March 1904, Kallidaikurichi to Shenkayela a thirty mile line on 1 August 1903 and 

Pattukottai to Arantangi a twenty-eight mile line on 31 December 1903. At that time the iron 

ore was replaced by iron ore on the 57-mile line. Part of the Travancore branch of the South 

Indian railway line, from Shencottah to Quilon a distance of 58 km was opened for traffic in 

1904-1905.5 

 The extended railway line was an extension of the Achikkal-Kumbla extension. The 

extension of Rameswaram extends from Pamban to Rameswaram and the quarry side of 

Arantangi.  These two important projects, namely, the Pamban Harbor Scheme and the 

“Indo - Ceylon Railway” were opened during the reign of Lord Ampthill. During his 

journey to Rameswaram, the people of the sanctuary expressed their joy over these two 

plans which were full of indescribable blessings to the people of India and that his kingdom 

was remembered. During the reign of Arthur Lawley the relationship between local 

government and railway officials in the presidency was completely changed by the 

establishment of the Railways board.6 On 1 January 1907-1908 the control of the railway 

companies was removed from the railway engineers and replaced. The secretary of the 

railway government was retained as the government's advisor on rail matters. The various 

Secretariat was abolished from 1909-1910 and its functions and staff of the clerk were taken 

over by the secretary of the Department of Public Works.7 

 
Madras Presidency Railway Systems 

 The presidential train trains were controlled by the Railway Board and there were no 

railway lines under the direct control of the Madras government. Two lines of the Regional 

Board - Tanjore District Board Railway and Bezwada - Masulipatana Railway were under 

the general control of the Madras government. Madras and the southern Mahratta Railway 

Company, the South Indian Railway Company and the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company 

shared control of a large section of trains. Sri Arthur Lawley has prioritized many schemes 

in railway construction. The branch line connecting Bezwada and Masulipattam was opened 

for cars in February 1908.8 Funded by the Kistna Regional Board with the help of a 

government loan of Rs. 18.50 lakh. The Dhone (Dhronachellam) Railway line, the Madras 

and Southern Mahratta Railway, 32 miles long, opened on all vehicles on January 1, 1909. 

About the establishment of a full communications with Ceylon ferry service between 

Manaar and -Dhanushkodi was founded by the South Indian Railway Company. Other 

railway lines opened by public transport during his time Dhone to Kurnool, Coonoor to 

Oatacamund, Pamban to Dhanushkodi, Azhikkal to Mangalore, Vizianagram to parvatipur, 

branch -Kanevehalli, and Arantangi quarry siding. The North-East Line has been given 
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access to the central station by a new singing line from korokupet to Basin Bridge. A loop 

line was provided from Washermanpet to Basin Bridge.9  

 The most remarkable event on the railway during the reign of Lord Pentland was the 

opening of the Indo-Ceylon connection with the ferry service. About sixty-eight miles of 

railway line has recently been opened for vehicles, including the Dharmapuri - Hosur 

extension and the Second - Salur line. During the years 1914-1915, the line connecting 

Nidamangalam and Mannargudi in the Tanjore region and the extension of the main line 

from Dhanushkodi jetty to Dhanushkodi area on the island of Rameswaram became more 

open lines.10  Tirutturaippundi - Vedaranniyam, Guntur - Tenali, Ten- Repalle, Podanur - 

Pollachi and Quilon - Trivandrum trains opened trains in recent years. The Madras Electric 

tram was the only tram system in the presidency and was well maintained. During the year 

1909-1910 the Madras Electric Tramway was twelve miles and seven furlongs. The vehicles 

traveled 1,277,609 kilometers and carried 13,056,166 passengers. In all the presidency of 

Madras there were 2108 miles of the line that opened in 1891. He climbed 4575 miles in 

1920.11 

 
Roads and Bridges 

 There were iron and steel roads under the department of public works and local 

authorities. Under the poverty alleviation measures the construction of roads and bridges 

was done under “communications”. New roads are being built; existing ones were 

developed and maintained. During the reign of Ampthill the chariot from Salem to Yercaud 

was opened for the year 1902-1903. The Anamalai ghat Road opened in July 1903-1904. The 

Pallapolliem-Chinnar Road was completed in 1904-1905. A four-lane road project linking the 

ghat highway to Anamalias valued at Rs.42,000 has been started. Continuing during his 

reign a number of supply roads were built at Shevaroys to connect the plantations and the 

ghat road to Salem. Tellicherry-Coorg Road was upgraded with a new ghat road in the 

plains from Aiyampalayam to Tandigudi and was opened for cars during the year 1906-

1907. To connect the Kodaikanal with the plains the road was built “by Law’s trace” for an 

estimated amount of Rs.5,65,000.12 

 During Arthur Lawley's administration the ghat road from kuruvanuth to Mili, 

which was the only means of communication from Madura to Periyar and Travancore was 

taken over by the Department of Public Works at the appropriate regional boards. This 

period was also marked by special attention to bridges. Steel bridges were built to replace 

the old wooden buildings. During Ampthill's reign the bridge over the bathtub at 

Mettupalayam was rebuilt and the foundation laid over the bridge over Palar for cars. The 

bridge over the Muriat River in Malabar was built in 1908 - 1909. The construction of a 

bridge over the Indravati River in the vizagapatam region on the road from Jeypore to the 

border of the central provinces, at an estimated cost of Rs. 367000 where the Maharaja of 

Jeepore donated one and a half lakhs of rupees to open a connection with the fertile taluk 

with a large population of Nowrangpur. Bridges over cauvery and coleroon in Trichinopaly. 

Building an important link between Madras and the southern regions was built. The old 
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Napier Bridge over Cooum off the coastal road in Madras was replaced by a completely new 

building in 1910-1911.13 

 
Water Transport 

 Water transport also received attention. During Arthur Lawley's time the work of 

developing the Port of Madras was under way. The first harbor buildings, demolished by 

the storm of 1881, were completed in 1896. But the harbor was covered with mud. It was 

therefore decided to close the open east-facing door and open another northeast protected 

by a break - the water was 1200 feet high. The program was approved in 1904. In 1908, the 

port Trust Board introduced a relief program costing about 29 lakhs of rupees to provide 

small services such as metallurgy, warehouse, equipment and communications to facilitate 

settlement and shipping.14 

 The new port was introduced on 4 January 1910 and the port of Madras now had a 

port fitted with the latest system of boats, lighthouses, cranes, roads, trains, cargo sheds, 

passenger waiting rooms and other useful information. Now steamers can load and unload 

cargo into completely smooth water all year round except for rare cyclonic storm times. The 

successful completion of this project was due to the strength and ability of Francis Spring, an 

Engineer and Chairman of the Trust IO Board. He was remembered and thanked by Mrs. 

Pentland who accompanied Lord Pentland on his journey from England to Madras to take 

over as Governor. He refers to it in his Memoir as “Thirty-two days after leaving Till bury,  

P & O.SS Simla is attached to the Bay of Bengal, exiting the lights of the city of Madras, on 

the night of 29 October 1912. For a few years previously, this would have meant falling off 

the coast from 'Masulo' sailing boats. But through the efforts of Sir Francis Spring, K.C.I.E., 

Chairman and Chief Engineer of the Port Trust, the new port of Madras was open to all 

ships in 1910, and its use was one of the reasons for coming this route ”.15 

 Among the developments that can be made is the 343-foot submarine in the southern 

arm near ships with a mass of about 30 feet [30 m] of water where the waves are low and the 

slippery path that through hydraulic capstan was able to take over. a cradle on a typical 500-

ton vessel to be repaired, painted, and repaired. In 1910, thanks to built-in structures, the 

average time the ship was detained at Madras dropped from 10.7 to 6.2 days. The total cost 

of the port of Madras up to March 1911 was 244 Lakhs rupees plus 66 lakhs spent by the 

government on the old port that collapsed in 1881. The small ports of Tuticorin and 

Tellicherry ports were also upgraded. New metal was built at these ports. A new lighthouse 

was built in the cotta area and incandescent oil burners were replaced with argand fuels in 

all important houses.16 

 
Conclusion 

 The construction and expansion of railways, roads, and bridges opened up a whole 

new era of industrialization, undermined the constant state of the economy, made people 

move and changed the means of transportation and trade and commerce. The railway line 

was a great blessing to the Indians. It was one of the most memorable English companies in 

India. It has facilitated economic growth in a variety of ways. They assist in agricultural 

trade and trade development. The other, by linking the entire presidency, paved the way for 
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social freedom and unity among the people. The expansion of railway lines, roads and 

bridges and the development of water transport are explored in this paper. 
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